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FROM | 1 


WILLIAM FORBES Advocat; 2 N 
TOA. $0 

Gentleman in the Country, | 1 
Concerning the | | | 

Parſon of Banchory, and his late Fi 
pamphlet, entituled, Some juſt Refle- [| 
Hons on a Paſquil againſt him, &xc. 
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Ut nibil nugatius quam ſeria nugatorie tractare, 
ita nibil feſtivius quam ita tractare nugas, ut 
nihil minus quam nugatus videaris, Eraſmi 
præfat. in Encomium Moriæ. 
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Printed by the Heirs and Succeſſors of Andrew 
Anderſon, Printer to the Queen's Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty. And to be Sold at John 
Vallange's Shop, on the North-lide of the 


Street, a little above the Croſs, Anne 
DO A. 17% = 


| 
[ 
L 
| 


WI 


”A 


LETTER 


FROM 
WILLIAM FORBES Advocat, 
TO 4 


Gentleman in the Country. 


SIR, 


QC HE Tattneſs of my Remarks 
upon the Charitable Obſerva- 
tions on my Treatiſe of © hurch- 
Lands and Tithes, and the 
Publiſhing of a Duply thereto 
TE” under the Title of Some juſt. 
Reflections on a Paſquil againſt the Parſon 0 
Banchory, having awaken'd your curioſity to 
know my Thoughts of that late Pamphlet; 
and what for an Antagoniſt I have of that 
Northern Presbyter, who venteth Nugas tanto 


conatu, and ſo prodigally: I ſtall in ſome 


meaſure ſatisfy your deſire. 
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The All-Refornmung Parſon of Banchory ha- 


Alectation and Vanity, as had he been as 


ving very early taken up a couceited and 


| ſuperlative Notion of his own Abilities, as if 


they intituled him to move in a higher Sphere 


than GOD and Nature deſign'd him tor, was 


always earneſt to appear and make fome 
Figure in tie World above his Level. But this 
Aſpiring Son of the Church, who could not 
ſhine as a Light therein, was prompted by 
Ambition like a ſecond Heroſtratus, to lignalize 
himſelf as a Firebrand; by making it his Buſi- 
nes to Dictate to the Bilhops, and to ſow 
Diviſion among his Brethren - of the Inferior 
Clergy. At length he thougit Divinity too 
narrow an Element for his Extenſive genius to 


Range ii: And in order to Acquire the Chara- 


cter ſome Learned niverſale 2 parte Rei, fell 
a trying his criticizing Vein upon otlier Mens 
Labours in Hiſtory and Law, c. But alas! 
This mounting Spark that thought to have been 


2 Star dropt ſuddenly down into duſt. And as 


the Camel in the Fable was puniſhed with the 
loſs of his Ears, for unreaſonably ſeeking to be 
Armed with Horns that Providence never in- 
tended him: So our lofty Pretender hat 
irrecoverably funk his little Reputation, by 
taking unaccountable Meaſures to Advance it. 
In his Charitable Obſervations under the cover 
of a Moderat Son of the Church of England, he, 
like the Als in the Lions Skin, diſcover'd him- 


ſelf by his Braying, vi. a peculiar ſcholaſtick 


ſtiffneſs, cant and pedantry: And my Remarks 
thereon ſo expos d his Ignorance, Malice, 


Wile 


* —— 
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Wiſe as he is Old, he would have ſtood corre- 
4 cted. But this loſing Gamſter will never give 
2 over Play; and being more upon the Hunt 
a of empty Applauſe than Truth, chuſes to 

continue in the moſt of his Errors, leſt he 
, ſhould ſeem to have err'd: As one that runs 
4 e in that Pamphlet juſt now ſent Abroad 
+ by him under the Title of Some juſt Reflections, 


7 &c. which ſhall be here Examined without 
4 conſulting any of thoſe Books in thePamphleters 
x excellent Liberary (a); and without omitting 
7 to notice any thing that is not either mean 
x Triffling, or not to the Purpoſe, or ſufficiently 
& obviated in my former Reply. _ 

= Theſe Reflections being Writ by way of 
$ Letter from the Auanuenſis of the offended Par- 
T {on ; I obſerve that it were equally an Advan- 
x tage to have one to think and dictate as to 
| Write for him who hath a weak Head as well 
N as a weak Side (). The Maſk of an Amanu- 
N enfis is there put on, partly that he might 
x with the more freedom talk ( as he do's 1n the 


4 Appendix) magnificently of himſelf; partly 
with the politick View of turning over upon 
a ſham underling any Ridicule or Dilgrace 
the Pamphlet meets, and to inhance the Praiſe 
to 2 75 1 Praiſes b | | 
F Jameſon (c) ſball Prai ſes have, 
What then ſhall be that keeps the Knave (d)? 


(a) Pag. 8 Iuvenal, Perſius, Horace, Martial, Lucretius, 
Celſus, Porphyry, Lucian, Boccace, Quiwedo, Guzman, Lazarillo, 
Rebelais, The Engliſh Rogue, Cleveland, Don Nuivot, G 
Hudibraſs, (b) The Parſon of Banchory wants the Power 
of his Side. (c) The Parſons Præcemor G. Amanuenſtr. 
(a) Vid. Sidneys Arcadia, Lib. 1. 
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3 6 2 | 
This formal Parſon having Conned a ſet of 
old Stories and Proverbial Sentences,that ſerve 
him on all Occaſions to both the uſes of Preach- 
ing, and Printing; as every Body knows who 
have loſt any time in Reading of his Books, 
or in hearing him declaim from the Pulpit : 


Ihe Pamphlet under my conſideration is ſet 


off with Flowers of that kind, and ſtore of Im- 
pertinent and ſufficiently tedious Digreſſi- 
ons (a); not to call the whole an idle Digreſſi- 
on from the purpoſe. For the volatile Author 
ſtarts frequently from his Subject, tho it were 
but to mett a Gazetteer (b), or a Quaker (c), 
or ſome ( ountry Men Foording a River (d), 
Sc. like a Spaniel that runs out of check after 


Daws and Crows without ever heeding his 


Game. And ſometimes he rambles ſo tar, as 
he can hardly find his way home again. This 


no doubt can afford but a ſorry nauſeous and 


grating Intertainment toJudicious Ears: Tho 
perhaps it is the beſt Reaſon for allowing him 
the Character Aſſumed by himſelf (e) of Inopen: 
Copia fecit. He ſpends ſuch a deal of verboſe 
Prefacing in telling the Reaſons why he was 
once reſolv'd to be ſilent under the Provoca- 
tions received from me, and thoſe more pre- 
valent Reaſons urg'd by his Aſſociates for 
moving him to ſet Pen to Paper; as he might 
ave been a good way on his Journey when he 
is only croſſing the Rubicon, as he phraſes 


it (F). This ſhews the Calibre of the Man, 


( Pag. 3.4, 5, 8, I6, 17 18, 215 22, 23) 2435» 37 
38, Sr, 52, 53,56, 59, 63, 64. © HY: (b) Pag. 5. 
(e)] Pag. 8. (4d) Pag. 16, (e) Pag 12. (f) Ilia. 
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who in his Reflections offers at the biting of 


that which is too hard for his Teeth; and is now 


perhaps through Age turn'd like that bawling 


Toothleſs Animal a Frog, blunt tho mighty 


noiſy, if ever he Writ any thing that had an 
Age. ; 


This Reverend Appearer is Angry at m 


being rude to him, and taking him up fo 
ſharply. But if he will put on his conſidering 


Cap, he will find that he had no Reaſon to 
expect ſo much Mortification in a Young Man, 
as not to dare to pull an old Fop by the Beard, 
who firſt took up the Cudgels and unmannerly 
Inſulted him, unleſs he pretend to the unexem- 


pled Priviledge of abuſing others without 


being called to account. And it in the wiping off 
that Dirt injurioufly thrown upon me, ſome 
ofithath juſtly lighted in his own Face, where 
it ſticks; he may blame his awn Imprudence, . 
for offering offic iouſſy to Treat of Matters he 
underſtood not. ; 08 3 
In ſeveral places (a) he alledges that J have 
miſcited him: But I appeal to any impartial 
Reader, if he hath any other Reaſon for laying 
ſo, than becauſe he finds himfelt Baffled, an 


has nothing to Reply, but what would be 


hiſs'd at. 


I notice the curſed 9 Epithets 
wen me by him no further, than that they 
mi not a boaſted Zeal for the Primitive Pat- 
tern (Y), kindled at GOD's Altar (e), and 
come very ill out of the Mouth of a Miniſter of 


» 


% Pig. 19. 27,31, 34, 37, 424 531 (0 5.4. 2 


the Goſpel, who profeſſes to have been lately 


At the LORD's Table (2). And who vowed 
when he ſhould have the luck to be a Bithop, 
to Repreſs all Drollery and RefleCtions in the 
Miniſters under him (). But tis no wonder 
to ſee that Man abuſe me, who charges pious 
"Nonſenſe as a falſhionable Vice upon the 
Age (c): A phraſe whereby the Latitudinari- 
an Sparks ridicule all ſeriouſneſs in Religion. 
As for his calumniating In dei nomine (d), I 
conſider it as of a piece with their Practice of 
Piety, who Pray to GOD for Succeſs in the 
Morning before they ſet forth to ſteal. 

If I had not more compaſſion for the Par- 
ſons Weakneſs, and Ignorance, than ſatisfa- 
ction in expoſing theſe his Properties to the 
World, I could tell how wretchedly he in- 
deavours in vain to clear himſelf from the 
Guilt of loading the Heretors of the Nation 
With Simony (e), and ſpeaking contemptibly 
of Acts and Members of Parliament 0 11 
eould alſo ſnew how abſurdly he would pal- 
hate his Quondam, wiſh that Laick Patrons 
had not the Nomination of Incumbents (g). 
Hoy ſillily he goes about to juſtify his Ety- 
mology of Mortification in oppoſition to 
mine (5); His ſceptical Obſervation concer- 
ning the Pope Innocent who was Author of the 
Erection of the athedral of Murray (i); and 
his prophane compariſon of GOD's choice of 


(a) Pag 4. (5) Vid. infra the Parſons os, (c) P.7, 


a) pag 58. (e) pag. 19, (f) pag 33. 34. (C) Peg. 33- 
p. 39. () pag. 40. 


the 


(9) 

the ſtiff. necked Jews to be his People, with 
doerates s pitching upon a ſhrew for his wife 
(2) I could alſo let fee how pitifully he 
|abours to cover his want of wit to diſcern 
what is poſicively aſſerted to be true, from a 
thing ſaid only to have been pleaded in a 
Cauſe before theSeſſionc ) c. But I ſhal waye 
theſe things, partly from the foreſaid conſis 
deration of Compaſſion for his Infirmity, and 
partly for the Readers eaſe. A Sf 
TheParſons commending Retractation to me 
lo zealouſly from the Examples of S. Auguſtine, 
d. Hierom, (c) and of Emperors too (4d), 
proceeds from the like Motive the Fox that 
loſt his Tail had, for adviſing the reſt to cut 
off theirs. And Icannot blame him who fre- 
uently has occaſion to call in his raſh Words 
6 ), and once judicially Recanted what he 
bad written, to try, if he could bring that 
ſupple Quality into a Faſhion, the better to 
palliate his own Diſgrace. But that he may not 
have occaſion to Torture himſelf any more as 
he hath done (F) with Conjectures about 
the Subject of this judicial Recantation; I 
ſhall lay it more plainly in his Diſh. The 
Parſon finding that the Printing of his Book 
againſt the Biſhops was not like to have that 
Operation he expected of Advancing his Poſt, 
but rather like to Ruine him. He began to 
Court and Supplicat, thoſe he had offended, 
particularly the then LordBiſhop of Edinburgh, 


(a) P. 45. (b) p. 41. Ce) P.7. 30,59, (a] Ibid, (e 
7. 39, 48, 588, &, (f] P. 60, 61. 
by 


. (10) : 
by a Letter (2) wherein he acknowledged bj; 
Sorrow for ſome Expreſſions in his Book, eſpecially 
that of Kiſſing Band Strings, &c. which be never 
poſitively aßßerted, and then found to be a malici- 
ous and groundleſs Tale, as for the Expreſſion G holt. 
h Mountebank, he judg'd it an Epithet unjufily 
apply'd to bis Lordſhip. He ſaid be was not igno. 
rant of the good Services bis Lordſhip bad done to 
this Church,and of bis uſefulneſs therein ; and was 
bopeful with other Church-men to find ground to 
ſpeak more to bis Lordſhip's praiſe, than any miſ. 
conſtructed Expreſſion in that Book bath been mad: 
uſe of to bis diſadvantage. But in regard it is al- 
leg'd (tho precariouſly ) that this Line was 
Write at the defire of a Friend out of pure 
Charitable Compaſſion to refreſh a Sorrowful 
Party (6; I thall no farther infiſt upon it: 
altho one would think it looks as like aPeni- 
tential, as a Conſolatory Letter. The Parſon 
being afterwards conveen'd before a Comit- 
tee of the Privy Council confiſting of fix Bi- 
mops; for having, in his Book called The Refor- 
med Biſhop, Loaded the Governours of the 
Church, not ſparing the venerable Aſhes of 
the Dead, with the Groſſeſt Crimes, Irregu- 
larities and ſmmoralities, either directly or 
by oblique Reflections, and the moſt palpa- 
bable Inſinuations to expoſe them to the 
Contempt and Hatred of the World. In or- 
der to ward off the Sentence that was coming 
againſt him, he gave in an Apology on the 
x6 January 1680, Atteſting the Searcher of hearts 


(a) December 4. 1679. (b) P, 62, | 
* | 8 that 


that in | 


0 Re fte. 


bis Chi 
tat is ( 


alum; 


n his! 


pon c 
hould 
ſtandir 
day of 
Miniſt 
21 Feb. 
in pre! 
ſhops 
and I/ 
deed 
dl be þ 
ing tl 
undue 

ly, an 
Unwr! 
bumbl. 
wherel 
the t/ 
this Cl 
Aud 
have | 
then I 
Lordfi 
row , 
fron of 


to be 


1620 7 


e der 
alici- 
Holt 
J uftly 


igno- 
1 to 
| Was 
nd to 
mip. 
made 
s ale 
Was 
pure 
whul 
n its 
ens 
rſon 
mit- 
Bi- 
efor- 
the 
s of 
egu- 
y or 
pa- 
the 
or- 
aing 
the 
earls 


Ika) The Reformed Biſhop. 272. 288. 
"ys 


| | C11) SS 
hat in that Phamphlet of bis, he never intended 
| Reftef upon the Government, or Governours of 
bis Eburch, But this being conſidered as pro- 
eftatio contraria facto; in reg ard he Terms the 
alumnies in his Book Sad Truths ( a), and 
n his Letter to Mr. Irvine at London, he pitcht 
pon a little clear Type, becauſe a Satyre 
hould be of a {mall Bulk: He was notwith- 
ſtanding his Apology Depoſed upon the 21 
day of Fanuary 1680, from his Office of the 
Miniſtry, and Benefice thereto belonging. 
21 February 1680, by a Submiſſion and Petition 
in preſence of the two ArcheBiſbops, the Bi- 
ſhops of Edinburgh, Dunkeld, Roſs, Dumblain 
ind Iſles, or Elect of Caithneſs, He acknow- 
edged bis hearty Sorrow for, and craved Pardon of 
all be bad Offended by publiſhing bis Book, confeſ- 
ing that ſome Paſſages therein were writ upon 
due Information, others raſbly and inconſiderat- 
ly, and ſome uncharitably, and wiſhing the ſame 
Uswritten, and Buried in Oblivion, And crav'd 
bumble Pardin for any Expreſſion in the [aid Book, 
whereby be bad injur'd the Fame, and Memory of 
the then late Lord Primate, and acknowledg'd 
this Church ſuſtained a great Loſs by his Death» 
And as to any other Paßage in the ſaid Book, which 
have been thought to reſtect any Diſhononr upon the 
then Lord Biſhop of Edinburgh, be craved bis 
Lordſhip Pardon for them, profeſſed bis bearty Sor- 
row for hæving done any Injury, or given any occa- 
ſion of Offence to him, and profeſt his earneſt deſire 
1% be Reconciled to bim. I hope this will not 


admit 


| . . | ( 12 ) 

admit of any other Conſtruction, but that 
a Recantation in the ſtricteſt Senſe : bei 
incapable of that Charitable Gloſs forc's 
pon the conſolatory Letter. You may Hp. 8 
for your farder Diverſion upon this Subje. 


peruſe that Poem Intituled Eecleſiafles or 4 
Preacher, or the Penitential Retractations of AN 
James Gordon of Banchory,. N 
P. 3. The Parſon in the Preliminary of Hi 
Reflections againſt me, hath a ſquint unme 
ciful fling at the poor Innocent Gazeteer, fangs. g: 
a ſlip of Intelligence. Whereby, if the Ge iq 15 
ſpeller deſign not to ſet up for a more Infall 
lible News- monger, it ſeems like an ill Ar 
cher, he is more apt to hit an unconcernꝗ 
By-ſtander than the Mark. | 
P. 6. He would have us believe that an 
Obſervations made by him upon the Works o 
others proceeded from a Principle of Zeal fo 
the Truth, without any deſign of vain Glory 
And to palm this Fancy upon the World, tel 
a. Tale of ſomething he painfully writ upo 
a Voluminous Author, and communicated tc 
him for Rectify ing Miſtakes at the next Im 
preſſion. I am not ſolicitous to know wh 
that Author was, ſince my Adverſary, fore - 
Reaſons known to himſelf, thought fit te deft, 
conceal his Name. But if I had been ſo dealt . 
with, he ſhould have found a more Civil Renan 
turn for his Charitable Obſervations, as mil 
taken and trifling as they are. 
P. 7. He compares my Remarks to Arista 
_ » phenes's Pudding, conſiſting of 70 ſimple In- 
gredicnts, whereof the beſt were Dirt ant 
e Dockens 


hape! 
iI 
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1 
wckens, And yet if ever he make a better 
adding of that kind, I ſhall eat the Prick, as 
ar Proverb phraſeth it. 

p. 8. He apprehends ſome Kail-wiſe in 
Vinburgb hath Nurs'd me, or that I learned 
Ty Billings-gate Diale& at London, if ever 1 
25 there. And concludes that none is fo fit 
o Anſwer me as the Keeper of Bedlam. And 
et, with his good leave, neither was my 
urſe a Scold z nor was I-School'd at Bil- 
ings- gate, altho a greater Man (2) than 
he Parſon of Banchorie, is reported to have 
ken pleaſure in the Hearing of that ſort of 
Polemical Oratory, Nor yet did I ever uſe 
ze Bantering Stile till provoked againſt my 
Eiclination by him, whoſe deliberate Foolries 
ould not be ſeriouſly taken to task, but be- 
oved to be laught out of Countenance. He 
ould have ſaid chat a Mad-man ( inſtead of 
Ie Superintendant of Fools) was fiteſt to 
ape me an Anſwer, and ſo have juſtified the 
lawing of his own virulent pen againſt me. 
or I had indeed occaſion once to ſee and 
| onverſe with a Divine in Bedlam, large as 

rave and wiſe in appearance, as my ſtarche 
Fcontradior, whoſe whole Life hath been a 
Fnodeſta inſania, or trifling with great indea· 
jour; altho I know no more of his Nurſing 

"than (what his carriage diſcovers ) that he 
ath got a knock in the Cradle, | 
t haſte 


P. 12. He promiſes to make as grea 


fri through my Remarks, as thoſe who tread in 
t and | : 
kens F ( a) Cujacius: — 6 


Quagmitei 


| C14) 
Quagmires, or QuickeSands, But yet in his 

Paſſage he runs the ſad Fate of another great 
Beaſt ( @ ) that lately came to viſic him 
and had the misfortune to fink in the Moſſy 
Ground near to his Houſe, And tho he wades 
as ſtoutly as any blind Mare, he and his vir. 
tuoſo-club too, will have enough a do to ex- 
tricate and clean him, "2 

Bid. The Parſon thinks himſelf under a nes 
ceſſity to diſcover againſt his will, ſome 47. 
Cana Imperii, that is, as we find afterwards 
explained, 
table diſpoſition of two Arch-Biſhops, he in 
vain expoſtulated with upon the head, and 
foretold the ſad Conſequences to; which 
induced him to make a folemn vow, That if 
ever the Almighty ſhould call him to ſuch an 
eminent imployment in the Church, he 
would retrive the Primitive Pattern, by Dedi- 
cating his Revenue to pious Uſes, except ſo 
much as might be neceſſary for the Subſi- 
ſence of his Family (5). 2. Another Secret 
of State unfolded by him, is the proſpect he 
had of preferment in the Church (e). z. 
He diicovers his own Mock-behaviour in a 
Proceſs before a Confiſtory of Prelates, where 
he appear'd to Anſwer for ſome perſonal Re- 
flections in his Reform d Biſhop ; whereof one, 
he ſays, was fo deeply Reſented by him it 
pointed at, that he was'mov'd out of pure 
Charity to write a conſolatory Letter to alles 
viat his Grief, and prevent che Hanging 


: fa) The Elephant, (b) P. 7. (c) P. 18. N 
= eee 
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| C x5 ) 
himſelf (4). 4. He tells, that a great Mi- 


Noiſter of State ſent him a Letter of Advice, 


not to Appeal from the Biſhops either to King 
or Council, or to the Duke of York then at 
Edinburgh; Aſſuring him, that (tho the Bi- 


hops, for their Reputation, behov'd to make 
Faſhion of Depoſition ) the Sentence ſhould 
Inot laſt above Twenty Days (5). 5. He 
„tells of a Reſolution he took up to ſeek a 
Pettlement in the Church of England: From 


which he was diverted againſt his will by che 


I. Forwardneſs of the Biſhops to Repone him, 


and his Royal Highneſs Commands, who, 
upon ſome Accounts, would have him ſtay 
longer in this Church (e). Wee 

We have ſpoken already of the Parſons Car- 
riage before the Council of Biſhops; And 


Jexamin'd the Tenure and Motive of his Con- 


ſolatory Letter; And ſhall, by and by, have 


| Occaſion to ſhew, that his not getting Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Preferment was not for want of ſeek- 


Jing atter it by Means and Ways. Whether 


that great Stateſman, who aſſured the Parſon, 


| that his Depoſition was intended but as a 


Sham, was Serious upon the Head, or only 
deſign'd to Banter him; Or whether any 


| fach Aſſurance was truly given, may beſt be in- 


ferred from the Pennance he ſ{uffered,and the 
low Submiſſion he was forc'd to, before the 
Governours of theChurch would be induc'd to 


take off the Sentence. He ſhould have ſpared to 


Boaſt of the Favours received from the Dukg 
(«) Pag: 61, (b) Pag.Gr, () Pag. 63) 
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ſiuch an Imployment wo 
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ol Terk, for fear of Reviving the old Report, 

that his Royal Highneſs allowed him ſome 
Countenance for that he was ſuſpect of Pope- 
ry. And tho he had then gone to B 
was given out, I ſuppoſe, the Church of Scot- 
land. Loſs would have been no greater, 
through the want of ſuch a Deſerter, than the 
Advantage of the Eng/iſh Church by ſuch a 
Proſciyce, that is, very inconſiderable. 

As to the I. Arcanum I ſhall leave it to 
thoſe concern'd, to reaſon with this Melan- 
cholly Divine, (a) in the Matter of his ſlighted 
Advice given to the Arch - Biſhops. And ſhall 
let ſuch as know the Mans Worth better than! 
do, lament the Churches Loſs through his 
wang of an Occaſion to perform that Hypo- 
thetical ( I had almoſt faid Hypocritical ) 
Vow made by him, when Conge D'eſlires were 
a dealing. But, I hope, he who deſign'd for 
his own Uſe no more of the Revenue of a Bi- 
ſhoprick (when he ſhould get it) than Fa- 
mily- Maintenance, has been proportionally 
Charitable in the Inferior State of a Parſon, 
Otherwiſe, ſuch a Religious Promiſe of an 
Impatient Candidate for a Mitre, may, with- 
out Breach of Charity, be preſumed no leſs 
Brittle, than was that of the Fellow in a Storm 
at Sea, that Vowed to St. Chriſtopher a Wax 
Candle as ＋ Ke the Maſt ot the Ship, if ever 

he got ſafe aſhore again, when, mean time, he 


() The Parſon proſecuted the Study of Phyſick ay 
till he was inform d of hr Fathers dying Advice, that 


5 laacholly Temper, Fag. 70. 
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ſecretly intended, in the Event of his Safety; 
to Honour the Saint with no better Oblation, 
than an ordinary Tallow Candle. And how- 
ever Sincere in the Matter this Votary might 
have been, ſince he adjected fo uncertain a 
Term to the performance of his Hallowed Re- 
ſolution, and required ſo good a Conſiderati- 
on for it; Was he not Preſumptuous to com- 
pare it with Holy David's Deſign to build 
God's Houſe (4a)? [rr | | 
But ſince the Parſons Modeſty will not al- 
low him to tell us but of one Vow: I ſhall 
mention the reſt of choſe Sacred — AN 
and Vows made to the moſt High by him, 
when he was informed, That ( through the 
Mediation of D L. A H. N A. E D. E K. /A.) 
His Royal Highneſs was inclined to pre- 
fer him to the Bilhoprick of Aberdeen. 1. He 
would ſet apart ſome Days for Prayer, and 
would Petition God in particular, That if 
another would Officiat in ſuch a Poſt to better 
purpoſe than himſelf, Providence would put 
a Stop to the Deſign of his great Friends, and 
not permit his own Heart to undertake the 
ſame.2,Suppoſing the peremptory Order of his 
prince, & his own Inclination to be Biſhopped, 
as the Conſequent of thatAddreſsto the Throne 
of Grace, The Chapter of Aberdeen ſhould be 
punctually conveen'd at his Election. And the 
Money in uſe to be imployed upon the Conſe- 
cration Feaſt ſhould be diſtributed amongſt the 
Poor, that he might have many Eis S»ffrogiator 


(s) Pag. 18. 


m ͤ 3 „ Aa, 


* — 


(128 ) 
his future Adminiſtration! 


the Happineſs of 
3. He would haſten home to his weighty 
Charge after his Conſecration, having firſt 
defired his Royal Highneſs to Adviſe ſome Bi. 
ſhops, who ſtay too long in the Metropolu, to 
make their reſpective Dioceſes their Element 


and Center. 4. But before his Return from 
the Conſecration, he would take Courſe for 
the Re-edifying of the demoliſhed Bridge of 
Moniwbigh: And, in Obedience to the Go- 
ſpel Precepts, he would make a Viſit to his 
Implacable Enemy the B. of E. and to his 
other Enemy IL. E. and deſire to be reconcil- 

ed wit *hem. 5. He would not forget, in 
that Elevation, to Pray Seven Times a Day as 
formerly; And to give more every Lord's 
Day, and at the Communion, to the Poor, 
'than formerly. 6, He would never appear 
Angry again, and ſeldom Merry. And when, 
at any time, he found his Choler to rife, he 
would repeat the Greek Alphabet, or remove 
a little from the Company upon ſome other 


Pretence. 7. In Imitation of Titzs Veſpafian, 


no Body ſhould go away from his Preſence 
with a fore Heart. 8. He would ſpeak but 
"little, and that with great Deliberation. 9 
To continue his old Method of Family Wor- 


. hip (whatever Company be in the Houle ) 


dy cauſing his Chaplain, a Grave and Piou 


"Youth, Read to all the Family preciſely, at 


"Nine a Clock inthe Morning, and at Seven : 
Clock at Night, a Chapter of the Old Teſta 
ment, then Two Pſalms, with a Chapter of 
the New Teſtament, and concluding, — 

| 4 8 
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Prayer himſelf, unleſs he were Indiſpos'd. 


I Bleſſed Saviour: 
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In which Cafe, he would ſuffer the Chaplain, 
or ſome other Presbyter that may be preſent, 
o Officiate. 10. The Scriptures ſhould be 
read in the Church before Sermon, and he 
would folemnly pronounce the Decalogue, 
which is the Materia Faciendorum, with the 
Apoſtolick Creed, which is Materia Eredendo- 
rum, and would exhortthe People to ſtand up 
thereat, and at the Time of Solemn Praiſe, 
eſpecially when the Doxology is ſung. To 
put themſelves alſo in a Reverend Poſture the 
Time of Prayer, and to hear Gods Word with 
diſcovered Heads. 11. To Preach every 
Lords Day, whether at- Home or Abroad, 
when he is in Health; - Unleſs it be found 
convenient to experiment the Gift of one with- 
in his Charge, and to take Occaſion, now and 
then, to hear ſuch Incumbents as are com- 
plained upon, as to their Gift of Preaching, 
by coming half an Hour before the Preaching 
begin, leſt his entering the Church after Ser- 


mon is begun fill a Man naturally Bachful with 


Confuſion, 12. The Holy Euchariſt (ſhould 
be Celebrated Thrice every Year in the Cas, 
thedral, viz. On the Anniverſaries of the 
Nativity, Paſſion, and Reſurrection of our 
And he would diſtributs 
the Sacred Symbols out of his own Hand to 


all the Comminicants, who ſhould be either 


Kneeling or Standing all the time they are at 


| thatHolyTable, 13. That never a Day ſhould 
ON paſs over his Head, without doing ſome 

Good to kieNeighbour. Aud ſeins God had 
N A. a — ; 2 . F 
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„ 


pleſſed 
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bleſſed him with ſome Skill in Medicine, he 


would adminiſter his Advice and furniſh 
Drugs to the Poor upon his own Expenſe, 
and Kicchin Phyſick too out of his own Store. 
14. That he would eat bur one Diſh of Meat 
ata Meal, and that without any Superfluity 
of Sauces or Expenſe. And neither Fiſh nor 
Fleſh ſhould be provided for the Family at 
Night, but the Reliquiæ Meridianæ ſerve for 
Supper. Nor any Fleſh be taſted on Friday, 
which was to be ſet apart for privat Devotion, 
as the whole Paſſion Week, except the Lords 
Day. Friday, Munday and Wedneſday, were to be 
thus obſerved all the time of Lent : Becauſe the 
Approachof Prima Senectus would {care him from 
the rigid obſervation of the whole time of Lent 
in conformity to the Antient Church, 15. He 
would have no Superfluous Servants. And all 
his Family ſhould be clothed with that which 
is made by the Females therein, and no Wine 
or Brandy ſhould be Drunk in his Houſe, but 
- only Strong Waters diſtilled by his Wife. 16. 
That his Table ſhould be patent to all Civil 
Strangers. And if Perſons of any tolerable 
Faſhion come to his Houſe in the Forenoon 
upon any Day in the Week except the Sixth, 
he would invite them very earneſtly to ſtay 
and Dine with him. A ſufficient Quantity 
of Victual ihould be appointed for a Chari- 
table Deal Twice a Week to the Poor belong- 
to the Cathedral, ( beſide ext raordina- 
ry Supplicants ) and the ordinary Poor 
in the Pariſh ſhould receive their Dinnec 
within the Houle on Chrifmoſs Day 

| | Over 


„ 

over and above ſome Congiarium in Money; 
And ſomething be ſent co thoſe who are not 
able to travel. 17, Some Honeft Miniſters 
Sons, one out of every Presbytery at leaſt, 
ſhould be daily entertained at his Table freely, 
in order to their ducation at Schools of Phi- 
loſophy and Theology, whoſe Parents, in re- 
gard of a Numerous Family, and ſmall year. 
ty Intrado, are not able to afford them a libe- 
ral Education; as alſo the Sons of ſome Noble. 
men and Gentlemen, whoſe Parents are not 
in bonzs to entertain them according to their 
Deſcent. who, by ſuch an Ingenuous Educa- 
tion at the Dioceſans Table, might prove a 
fic Seminary for the Miniſtry: And the 
Graveſt and Diſcreeteſt of them ſhould be 
now and then imployed to Officiat for the 
Chaplain, by reading the Morning and Even» 
ing Liturgy, 18. That he would not give 
any Ocder for privat Marriages without very 
relevant Reaſons, and Teſtificats from the Mi- 
niſters and Elder; of the reſpective Pariſhes 
where the Parties live & he. would never finger 
a Farthing of the money exacted on that ac- 
count but appoint it to be collected for Pious 
Uſes, and diſtributed by Advice of the 
Synod. 19. He would uſe more than ordis 


nary Caution in Licenſing of young Men to 


Preach, and in the Admiſſion of Miniſters to 
particular Churches. 20. He would peruſe 
all the Presbytery Books before the downs 
ſitting of the Synod, and would open the Sy- 
nod by a Sermon in the Cathedral himſelf, - 
if in Health, Would repreſs all Drollety and 

g B 3 | Reflections, 
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_  Southmolt part. And would preſcribe to 


Tax) —_— 
: RefleQions, as ill becoming a Society of 
Chriſtians, and far leſs an Aſſembly of Di. 
vines. He would keep up his Authority in 
publick, but would converſe in private with 
' theBrethren, as if all were Biſhops,or all Pref. 
byters topether, and invite them all to Dine 
with him on one of the three Days of theSy- 
nod. 21. He would viſit the whole Dioceſs 
Once a Year, and would be extremely exact 
in trying whether Miniſters be in their 
Duty. He would ſtay all Night with the 
_ Miniſter viſited by him, unleſs he be found 
very Criminal, and at his Removal would 
not, as other Biſhops, leave large Drink-Mo- 
ney to the Servants, but would leave a Sum 
of Money proportionable to the Number of 
the Poor of the Pariſh, to be diſtributed a- 
mong them by the Miniſter of the place. 22. 
That where Churches have not Silver Chali- 
ces, Veſſels and Ewers ſor the Uſe of the Ho- 
1y Sacramems, he would be at the half of che 
Expenſe of Furniſhing theſe Sacred Utenſils, 
It the Heretors, with the Miniſters, and the 
' Teſt of the Pariſh, would pay the other half. 
But the Sum deſtined by him to che foreſaid 
'Ule, in the Caſe of a Famine in the Land, 
Fhould be apply'd, during the Starcity, to 
Furniſh Bread to the Poor. 23. He would 
"cauſe erect two Monaſtries in the oppoſite 
Extremities of his Dioceſe, for Contemplative 
Souls, who aim at the Perfection of Chriſtia- 
"mity ; The one for Males in the Northern 
Extremity, and the other for Women in the 


theſe 


IJ * : 
— x A * 7 


theſe Religieux the beſt — the Rules of St. Ba: 
and St. Auſtin, without any Vow of perpe- 
tual Celibacy. And he was confident, many 
Charitable Perſons would contribute to indue 
theſe Houſes with a competent Revenue, 
This is the Summ of the Parſon of Banchories 
Thirty Five Vows, when he had a Biſhoprick 
in View, For I have ſometimes caſt two in- 
to one, upon the Account of the Contingen- 
cy of Matter. | 
P. 13. and 14. When this Man of Huff and 
Bluſter impudently gives me the Lie for aſſert- 
ing a Truth, viz, That the Biſhop of Carlile 
approv'd of my mean Performance, and runs 
to the Fools Argument of Wagering upon it: 
He'll certainly run Mad, when I tell him, 
that the ſaid Worthy Prelate hath ſince de- 
clar'd, That his firſt Sentiments of my Book 
are not, at all chang'd by his reading of the 


pretendedly Charitable Obſervations. But, 


at the ſame time, I joyn with the Parſon, 
when he terms the Biſhops favourable Chara- 
cter of my Book, a Synecdochical Compli- 
ment, For J am not fo Vain, as to infer from 
thence, that one fo Knowing and wellRead, 
approvd every thing that is in it. My Abi» 
lities are too narrow to plead an Exemption 
from Defeats or Miſtakes in Handling ſo Ex- 
tenſive a Subject, that had been hardly 
touch'd upon before. All I conclude, is on- 
ly, that ſome do vaſtly excei others in Tem 
per and good Breeding. However my Ad- 
verſary is juſt in his Character of the aid 
Biſhop, if it were not an injury to that Emi- 
neut 


1 
- 
— 
= 
by \ A 
- — 
ge ra 


_— 24 
nent Man to be cry d up by one whoſe Maſter- 


piece is Fooling and Trifling. 

Page 16. The Parſon boldly diſowns that 
ever he affected to be a Biſhop; and pag. 18. 
lays, When a Noble Peer æſſur d him of the firſt 
Vacant Biſhyprick in Scotland, ſuppoſe it were 
the Primacy it ſelf; His Anſwer was, That 
be defired only to be permitted to die in his Neſt. 
How conſiſtent this Self-denied Man is with 
himſelt, may be gathered from two Letters he 
wrote to thetienBiſhop ofGa/loway, atterwards 
Arch-biſhop of Gl . In one whereof (e) 
he ſollicited for the Biſhoprick of the Iſles, 
and withal to be allowed to keep the Parſon- 
age of Bancbory ; cauſe the Revenue of that 
Biſhoprick would hardly quit the coſt. His 
Motives were theſe. 1. That he might be in 
a capacity to ſerve his Siſter againſt a Lord 
that oppreſo d her in keeping up her Rent 
five Years. 2 That he might have freer ac- 
ceſs to the Lords of Seſſion, for getting Juſtice 


done to her Brot hers Children aga inſt the Son 


of their Bankrupt Creditor, who poſſeſs'd his 
Fathers Eſtate by a fraudulent conveyance 
without owning his Debt. 3. That the cura 
animarum was inſupportable to his Spirit. And 
tho ſuch a conjunction might aggravate his 
Burthen at firſt; He look'd upon it as a ſtep 
to his Exoneration by the Primats future 
Favour. Not as it he Dream'd of ſome Rich 
Benefice, For he would prefer the Diocie ot 
Aberdeen, tho not the moſt opulent in Scotland, 


5 (2 Dated in anno 1673. 
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to any Station whatſoever in ſpite of the 
Proverb, A Prophet hath not, &c. Becauſehe 
knew the ſeveral Intereſts of Clergy and People 
there. But wilt'd the preſent Incumbent 
many happy Days: Tho acquainted by great 
Friends at Court of a deſign to Act ſomething 
ex bypatbeſi ( there being {ome diſproportion 
of Age betwixt Biſhop Scongal and him. In 
the other Letter ( which clears his Liquoriſh 
Appetite after the See of Aberdeen ) he ſays, 
Our Ordinary hath been very Sick of late, and 
I fear ſhall hardly ſet over this Winter, and 
without all peraddenturè that Perſon who by your 
Lordjhips indeavours ( and that by way of 
Prevention hall be gratified with that V acancy, 
would think bimſelf ſo inſinitely oblig'd to his 
Benefattor, thet it were impoſſible to expreſs his 
Sentiment in Paper. Thele Letters, as they 
teſtify, that the Parſon was not ſo indifferent 
of a Biſhoprick, as he pretends: So they 
afford five Obſervations. 1. That he under- 
ſtood not then ſo well the Evil of Pluralities 
and Non-reſidence, as afterwards when he 
declaimed (a) fo much againſt them. 2. That 
his Inducements to be a Biſhop favoured too 
much of carnality and Worldline's. 3. That 
he had but a very groſs Notion of the Office of 
a Biſhop, whenhe thought it intituled him to 
2 Benefice ſine cura. As if forſooth the Paſto- 
ral Staff were only deſign'd for the-Bithops 
ſupport, without reſpect to any Perſons under 


(a) The Reformed Bifzop, Pag, 107, 108, 109, 110, 
111, 112. ; 
I, 1 


his Inſpection. 4. That he was too much upon 


tte catch and over diligent in purſuit of a 


Biſhoprick, without Regard to his own 
Rule (), when he cou'd not have patience to 
wait till a fair Vacancy by the Death of the 
Incumbent (5), an old Man, and none of the 
worſt of Biſhops: But had the confidence to 
ſeek it ſecured to himſelf by Prevention, and 


ex bypotheſi. To ſay no more on't, let the 


Reader Judge how near a Kin his Method of 
proceeding is to the crime of Ambritus, and to 
theabominable Practice of the Gratiæ expeita- 
rive in the Church of Rome. 5. That he 
paſſionatly deſired to be Aſſociat with thoſe 
whom in his Reformed Biſbop (c) he ſeems to 
diſdain to be of the ſame Order, or to draw 
in the fame Yoke with, as being guilty of ſo 
many Diſorders, and as having caſt off the 
Yoke of Holy Jeſus. Whence we may ratio- 
nally infer, that, If be bad been Biſhop of 
Aberdeen, his Book had nere been ſeen. Yea, 
the Parſon is ſo far in the wrong to refuſe 
that he deſired to be Biſhopped ; That he hath 
ever been caſting about how to get iuto the 
Government of the Church, ſince the time he 
thought himſelf Per negutib, and that was very 
early. He at firſt made his Court to a great Mi- 
miſter of State, who for a while himour'd his 
Weakneſs with ſome vain Hopes. He ply'd al- 
ſo the Topping Biſhops with fauningAddreſſes 
aneServile complyances in order to gain his 
() Bid. pag. 57, (6) Biſhop Scougal, (c) pag. 
18. 
4 41. | point, 
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point. But at length his patience being quite 
exhauſted with dancing Attendance in the 
ordinary Method of an Expectant; He put 
in Practice that Leſſon of King James VI. who 
us d to ſay, that the way to be made a Biſhop 
was to ſpeak againſt them: and Eſſay d to 
climb the Brae of Preferment by Satyrizi 
his. Eccleſiaſtical Governours, in that Book: 
called The Reformed Biſhop. Which he ſent to 
England to be Printed, partly to get fome 
Divines there to Recommend and Patronize 
it, partly becauſe: he knew that none durſt 
Print it in Scotland. The Admonition to the 
Reader was expreſly Order'd by him to be 
dated pridie Calendas Aprilis anno 1679; 
altho the Papers came not from Aberdeen till 
about the end of May. No doubt induſtriouſſy 
to cover from the World his knowledge of the 
Primates Murther, which happen'd on the 
third of May: That it might not be thought 
that he deſign'd to Reflect upon the Dead. 
And perhaps that himſelf might be cry'd up 
for a Prophet for Threatning that Prelat with 
a tragical end (2). Which ſeems the more 
probable that we find him (5) pretending to 
a Prophetick Spirit, and boaſting thit he fore- 
told the downtall of Epiſcopal Government 
before it came to paſs. The Reformed Biſhop 
being privately Printed, and as many of the 
« opies Sold and diſpers'd in England as could 


be got off, the reſt were tranſmitted to Scor- 


7 8 
(2) Reformed Biſhop, pag. 238. 239. (5) Pag. 17. 
and 63. 4 


land, 


8 
land, where they were ſeiz'd and taken out 
of the © uſtom-houſe of Leith by Order of the 
Privy Council. 
Pag. 17. The Parſon would ſeem to admire 
the Primitive Biſhops, and Pag. 60, he goes 
about to depreciate thoſe in his own time. But 
| there is ground to think from the Analogy of 
his Life, that he does fo from no better Prin- 
ciple, than ſome with us do ſerve Heir to their 
Grand-fathers, paſſing by their Fathers. 
Pag. 21. He ſnarles againſt the Biſhop of 
Sarum, Mr. Selden, Sir Thomas Hope and 
Milton. whom he is pleas'd to call the great 
Hero's of my Book: But dares not to {peak 
his Mind, except againſt the laſt, more dil: 
tinctly than by applying the Character of 
Homo magne Eruditionis, fed majoris nequitie 
to more than one of them. We ſhould find 
this Prima Regula morum would be, leſs apt to 
cenſure others, if he underſtood the import of 
the Spaniſo Proverb, The Inhabitants of Glaſs- 
houſes ſhould throw no Stones. For the Truth 
is, he wants not his own viſible failings more 
than other Men : And therefore ſhould be 
ſetting Matters Right at Home, when he is 
finding fault with others. 
Pag. 27. The Parſon in his Charitable Obſer- 
vations, having carped at my ſpeaking of tive 
Orders of Mendicants, as it the Trinity Friars 
or Aſatburins had been the Fratres Aliſeri- 
cordiæ, and not reckon'd in the begging Or- 
der: I ſhewed in my Remarks (a), not only 
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29 b 
that the Trinity Friars and theſe Bretbren of 
Charity were diſtinct Orders, and that the 
former were AMendicants, but even that all 
Friars were ſuch. My Adverſary doth now 
mince the Matter, alledging precariouſly, 
That the © anon Law approv'd only of four 
of the many Orders of Aſendicants; and that 
my aſſerting all Friars to be Beggars, by their 
Inſtitution, having nothing either in Property 
or in Common, is equally Remov'd from 
Truth and Senſe. Becauſe the want of Proper- 
ty infers things to be common; and the 
Monks kept within their Convents, having 
all things in common. Which, as the Inference 
is bad, argues his Ignorance of the ordinary 
Diſtinction betwixt Monks and Friars, vix. 
that the former, had all things in common, 
whereas the latter had neither Property nor 
Commonty. 

Ibid. This Hyper- canonical Divine promiſes 
to make it appear that I never read one Word 
of the C anon Law: But doth no more to- 
wards it, than telling the Reader that he 
verily believes ſo, becauſe I look upon the 
Canon Law as black Popery (a). I might with 
as good Reaſon alledge that he never read the 
Goſpels, ſince theſe breathe another kind of 
Spirit than he ſeems to be of. But let no Man 
undertake for more than he 1s able to make 
good. For I have read Popery and Nonſenſe 
too: Witneſs my peruſal of the Parſon of 
Banchories Writings. 


. (- 30 ) 
„nag. 29. Altho it were true what the Parſon 
fays, that he could Name half a Dozen of 
Miilionaries introduc'd by their Mathematical 
Inſtruments tothe Tartarian Princes of China, 
is that a ground of Exception againſt me for 
aſſerting (@) that the Mithonaries in Twi key, 
Perfia, Georgia, Africa, Eaft Indies, Congo, &c. 
ordinarly introduce themfelves under the 
Character of Phyſicians? But fee more of 
this in my Remarks (b). Whence it is ſuffici- 
ently evident that my Adverſary is in queſt 
of ſomething elſe than the Truth, and has a 
Brow tor the moſt impudent Aſſertion. 

Ihbid. He ſupernicely diſtinguiſhes betwixt 
Active and Paiſive Suiters. And will not let 
it be ſaid that Charles V invited the Hoſpi- 
falers to Malta; But that it was upon their 
Importunity he allowed them to poſſeſs that 
Iſle. Altho he produceth no better Autho- 
rity for what he advanceth than his own 
a- : And Hiſtorians relate that the 
Emperor dealt with theſe Knights to ſet up in 
Malta, where they might be a Fence to 
Chriſtendom from the Inſults of Infidels (c). 
Pag. 30. He alledges that I ſhould have 
cited D. Forbes more faithfully than toFather 
upon him an Infinuation, that Patronage was 
| Introduc'd Refigeſceme vera pietate: As if 
that Zealous Soul did only there take accaſion 
to inveigh againſt that great abuſe of Patro- 
( Treatiſe of OHurch Lands and Tithes, Pag. 16. 
2 Pag. 9. (e) Heſpinian de Origins & Progreſfu Mmuchatud 
. J. Cp. 19. 
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maxim of the Canon Law : 


Pope Gregory 9, which are 
the Light. Nor was that Gregory, the firſt 


(33-4 | 
nages to Sacriledge and Simony. This is 
either a ſwatch ot unparallel'd Diſigenuity, 
or an Argument that the Parſon never 'read 
the place pointed at in that Learned Mans 
Book (a) : For there is ue vel yp in the 
whole «© hapter touching the Sacrilegious or 
Simioniacal abuſe of Patronage. So, the Reader 
may Judge, whether my Adverſary, or I, be 
injurious to D. Forbes. | 
Pag. 31. The Parſon Labours to account for 
his Obſervation, that Patronages were in uſe 
ſome centuries of Years before the Ambition 
of Boniface III, in conformity to an approv'd 
As if forſooth 
that imported no more than that the Antient 
Right of Patronage was approv'd by that Law. 
And pretends to run me down tor ſaying that 
the C anon Law commenc'd but under Pope 
Gregory 7, who Reigned not till a matter of 
467 Years after Boniface: But moſt unjuſtly, 
For, as G. V. Maſtricht (b) Oblerves, Canones 


perdiderunt nomen, atq; illud juris Canonici 


allſumpſerunt, from the time that Gregory 7 


alias Hildebrand eſtabliſher of the Papal Power 
emitted his Dictatus. He incurrs a Self- con- 


tradiction, when he ſays that the Decretum 


Gratiani was intituled the Canon Law near 


100 Years before the Decretalia emitted by 
firſt in Order, ſaw - 


(a) Theol, Moral. Lib. 3. Part 2. Cop. 3. S. 3. de jurd 


To arena,, (i) Hiſt, quris cliff, & Civil. N Marg, 
5 . * 6 


— publiſher 


38 ) 
Publiſher of the Dette For only the ſixth 
Collection of em was made by his Order, 
Theſe Miſtakes would be more Excuſable in 
another than in him, who would have us be. 
lieve that he read the Civil and Canon Law to 
ſo good purpoſe, that he intended to com- 
mence Doctor of both ( 4). | 
P. 33. I think ſtrange that ſuch an old 
Reader as the Parſon is, could not read to a 
point: as his Obſervation on that Paſſage in 
my Book concerning B. Lauder's finiſhin 
and Adorning the Church of Dunkeld diſco- 
vers. But it is incorrigible dulneſs not io 
underitand his Error, after the Leſſon given 
him in my Remarks (6 ). 
P. 35. He deſerves Hood and Bells for 
calling a Commiſſion of Parliament an Infe- 
riour Judicatory. | 
Ihid. & P. 36. 37, 38+ This ſecond Edition 
of the Parſons Commendation of a monaſtick 
Life, containing a Reply to my Reaſons a- Ter 
gainſt it, doth but convince the World how 
gravely he can trifle, But it is no wonder to f be 
fee bim ſuch an Admirer cf Monachiſm, 
who vowed (e) when he (hall! have the 
good Fortune to be made B. of Aberdeen, to I ear 
Cauſe build a Religious Houſe for Men in — 
the Northern Extremity of his Dioceſe, and | _. 
one for: Women in the moſt Southern part 
thereof. Whereby he ſeem d to Teſtify à | JI 
greater Affection to the Females than to the | * 


6) P. 1. Kb) P. 14. (e] Vid. ſure the Parſons 23 


Ex. | 
Wo. Males 


* 
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Males ; fince the Nunnery was to be neareſt 
to his own Palace, Altho I dare not fay 
that the good man had any By-ends when he 
diſpens d with the taking of the Vow of Cha- 
ſtity by theſe Religieux. 4 

P. 40. The Parſon will not allow either 
Charles the Great, or his Father Pepin to have 
firſt eſtabliſhed the payment of Tithes in 
France : and adduceth P. Emilius, Meteray 
and de Serres, as Vouchers of a more ancient 
Eſtabliſhment there. He offers likeways to 
prove out of Speed, Baker, Hollingſhed and S, 
Daniel, that K. Alfred was not the firſt who 
paſt a Law for ExaQing of Tithes in England: 
But it ſeems he hath cited theſe Hiſtorians at 
Random: For none of em contain any 
thing to his purpoſe. Yea, Mexeray ſpeaks 
not of Tithes as become obligatory in Fravce 
till Charlemain't time: and ſo little favours 
the Divine Right of them, that he thinks 
they were at firſt, only a Duty levied by the 
Temporal Lords from their Tenants, As to 
the payment of Tithes. in England, he mult 
be a wonderful Hiſtorical Chymiſt, who can 
ſhewLaw for it before K. Aifred's Reign, out of 
Baker's Chronicle, where there is no ſuch 
early mention of Tithes. And all that we 
find in theſe other Engliſh Writers, is but an 
overly Paſſage concerning Erhelwolph's ſuſpes 
Red Charter diſcharging Curch- lands, and 
Tithes of all Tribute or Taxes. 

P. 41. The Parſon ftorms againſt me for 
Aſſerting that the Hanns, Goths and Vandals 6g 

"wn Europe in Fuftinjan's time: 25 1 

ET. = r Ty thaz 
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34 ) ; 
that diſagreed with his glorious Attributes of 
Got bicus V andalicus, &a. whereas the true 
Reaſon of theſe Titles was, becauſe he put a 
ſtop to the Incurſions and Victories of the ſeid 
Barbarous Nations, and recovered Italy and Prin 
Africk out of their Hands: But when I cit- eiche 
ed S. H. Spelman' Authority for bearing me Con 
out in my Aſſertion, it is ſtrange Impudence I Pref 
to reaſon againſt a Matter of Fact, and al- - 
ledge that I ſpell him Backward, becauſe Calle 
theParſon miſtakes Procopius. Whoſe account p 
of Tuſtinian's Succeſs againſt the Barbarians, is has 
very conſiſtent with their preceeding Victories e. 
related by Spelman. ll foi 
P. 42, 43. The Parſon doth ignorantly, if 1. 
not diſingeuouſly ſtrain to vindicat an Abſur- phl 
dity broach'd by bimſelf, viz. that the = 
Pandects comprehend the Imperial Conſtituti- ©, 
ons, and ſhew Juſtin;an's mighty concern for I ho 
the Priviledge of the Catholick Church. But pr 
indeavouring to get out of this Difficulty, he | 
runs bimſelt deeper in the Mire, where he n 
mult ly for ever, unlefs the Reader be ſo of 
Civil as to take a Plebiſcitum off his hands for pr 
an Imperial Conſtitution, and believe, in ſpite 
of Truth and Senſe, not only that there are Pi 
Edicts of Fuſtinian extant in the Tbeodoſian pe 
Code that was compiled 92 years before his ol 
acceſſion to the Empire; But alſo that the | > 
Collection made by that Emperors Order, 
goeth undgr the Name of Theodoſian ; Ab- | 
ſurdities ſo groſs that they may be felt. Had 
this Law-jobbing Parſon but read the F nd 
Title of the firſt Book of Fufinian's Ialtqutis 
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ons, ( though he had not, as we are told 
( 4), read fo much civil Law as in his opini- 
on was lufficient to commence Doctor 
with) he would know better the Diffe- 
rence betwixt Lex, Plebiſcitum, and Sonſtitutio 
PrinCipis in the Roman Law, than to ſay that 
either L. Falcidia, or L. Papia were Imperial 
Conſticutions. And the F. 5, and 6, of the 
Preface to the Inftitutions will ſhew, that this 


Transfuga in aliena Caſtra miſtakes when he 


Calleth theſe an Epitom of the Digeſts, 

P. 44. He is angry that I ſhould have ſaid 
that he but licked upthe Vomit of ſome who 
had written againſt Selden, I ſhall now be 
ſo juſt to him, as freely to owne that T cannot 
charge him as a Plagiary in this lalt Pam- 
phlet, but as a pure Original, For I'm pere 
{uaded he could find ſuch Paltry Stuff in no 
other Author to borrow 3 and therefore be- 
hov'd to dig it out of the Quarry of his own 
prolifick invention. 

P. 46. He Charges me wich Tautology 
and Redundancy of Expreſſion, for ſpeaking 


of Tithes due de jure diviuo, even as to the 


proportion of a Tenth part: as if I might as 
well ſay a Centeſima is due by pation quoad the 
Proportion of a Hundred part, which is idem 
per idem. But herein this Aſſuming and Ma- 
viſterial old man, that deſpiſes all others as of 
a Lower Form, diſcovers that he hath not 
read, at leaſt hath not conſidered the State of 
the Controverſie betwixt the School:men and 


P. 71. 1 
(a) P. 71. G2 che 
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( 36) 


the Generality of the Canoniſts. Which is, that 


the latter hold the Divine Right of Tithes, 
as to the preciſe quota of a Tenth part, and 
expreſs it fo; Whereas the former plead on- 
ly that a competent Portion of the Annual 
Increaſe jg due to the Clergy by Divine Right; 
which in different places is ſometimes more, 
and ſometimes leſs than che Tenth Part. 

P. 5o. He ſays, I tell an old Apologye 
Clowniſhly with a Superfluitey of Words, 
Whether it be fo, or not, let the Reader 
judge. But, at the {ame time, it ſets the Parſon 
of Banchory very ill, to quarrel any Mans Di- 
ction: Seing his own Stile is none of the 


beſt. Having given in my Remarks (a) ſome 


particular Swatches of his accuſtomed Orato- 
xy, it (hall ſuffice, at preſent, to obſerve in 
the General, That if one ſhould be at pains 


to ſet a Mark upon every piece of bad Gram-} 


mar the Pamphlet is bloted with, few Lines 
on't could eſcape a Score. 
P.51.TheParſon is in a greatPet, that I ſhould 


Have anſwered Three Sheets of Paper at leaſt 


in ſo many Lines. And calls in for ſome Con- 
tribution-Wit from his former Virtueſi, to de- 
ſcribe his Victory over Mr. Se/dens Succedane- 
ous Champion, as he terms me: Which is 
ſuch a confounded Hodge Podge of Solemn 
Nonſenſe, as is more wiſely contemned, than 


confuted. 


P. 54, 55, 56. He indeavours to clear him- 
ſelf of Bib eise to our firſt Reformers, and 


(4) Pag. 10, and 173 
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(37) 
from the Tincture * Popiſh Principles. I 
ſhall only add to what is faid in my Remarks 
(a) for preſuming the contrary, That he 
not only vow'd to erect within his Biſhoprick 
( when he got one) two Monaſtries for Con- 


templative Souls, who aim at the Pertection 


of Chriſtianicy ; But alſo wrote fome Anis 
madverſions upon that Confeſhon of Faith 
penned by the Lords of the Congregation 
anno 1560, and ratify'd by the firit Parlia- 
ment of King James 6th anne 1567. Which 
he impugns as ſavouring of Blaſphemy in ſome 
points, and as containing many Ambiguous, 
Obſcure, and Unwary Expreſſions, not clear- 


| ly grounded on the Word of God; Perverts 


the Senſe of the Articles thereof by ſtrained 
Gloſſes, pollutes them with Unſound Res 
marks, and conſiders the Penmen as Diſtoyal 


| Perſons. 


P. 58. The Parſon is refolved in Dei Nomi- 
ne toextinguiſh ſome Fiery Darts of Ealumny, 
Viz, (as is afterward explained) The Impu- 
tat ion of Recanting meanly what he boaſting- 
ly publiſhed (5), and of Celebrating the Fu- 


nerals of a beloved Horſe (c ). Having al- 


ready ſpoken to the Recantation- Buſineſs, it 
remains that we notice, how the Parſon Apo- 
Jogizeth for the Burial of his Horſe, and the 
beſtowing an Intertainment upon thoſe that 
aſſiſted thereat, But I muſt firſt tell you, that 
as many falſe Inſtruments begin with the 
Preface, In Dei Nomine: So a pretended Saint 


( Pag, 29, and 39, (65) Pag. Ce, le] Fag. . 
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1 (22) 
is here found briskly 83 wich the 
like Specious Introduction, under the pretence 
of clearing himſelf from Unjuſt Calumny. For 
Example, P. 61. and 62. He expreſſes his 
Ingratitude by Malicious Iunuendo's againſt a 
A. R. Prelate, whom, in the Days of Lore, 
he ſo much depended on and confided in, 
that, on all Occaſions, he Anatomiz'd his 
Breaſt to him ſub Sigillo Confeſſionis, as the 
Perſon that had done him many good Offices, 
and by whoſe means he expected to riſe to 
the much deſired Station of a Biſhop. Yeafſſp 
conſider'd him as the Primum Mobile and beſt f; 
Friend in that Affair, and left to him, next 
to God, the Method of bringing the Deſign 
about. All which appearing from many of 
the Parſons Letters, compar'd with his Penis 
tential Letter to the ſaid Prelate, and two eo: 
ſubmiſſive Apologies made before the Council 
of Biſhops, do abundantly demonſtrate, how] 
much the Parſon is a Man of Contradiction, 
and how little any Body needs to be concern 
ed at the Reproach of his Tongue or Pen. 
For he gratifies an Impotent Rage in the 
Fancy of Defaming another, when in truth 
he only Wounds his own Reputation. I pro- 
ceed to conſider the laſt Tokens of his Aite« 
ction to the beloved Horſe. | 

P. 65. He relates how, in his Return from 
Preaching a Preparation Sermon to the Holy 
Communion, having narrowly eſcaped 
Drowning by the Help of an old Horſe, that 
to Admiration ſwim'd with him through the 
River Dee, when it was very Impetuous: Hif ( 
41 Wife age 9. 
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Wife, from a grateful Reſentment of tha 
Steeds Fidelity, promiſed, that it he died in 

her Poſſeſſion, the Dogs and Crows ſhould 

never tear his Skin, and not long after 

chancing to break his Neck, ſhe did, in Im- 
plement of her Promiſe, cauſe ſome Fellows 
make a Hole in the Water ſide by way of 
Grave and put him therein: To whom ſhe 
gave a Drink for their pains. Which Action 
( tho no leſs innocent than the hiring of Men 


to lay a Carcaſe at the Root of an old Fruit 


Tree ) was miſrepreſented by his Enemies, as 
if he had conveen'd his Friends and ſolem- 
niz'd the Funerals of the Horſe with a Glaſs 
of Wine. From this Relation I infer, x, 
That the Interment of the poor Beaſt was a 
thing in it ſelf leſs abſurd, than the Parſons 
going about to juſtify it ( s ) from the Ex- 
amples of Alexander the Great who built aCity, 
in Memory of Bucephalus, and Julius Ceſar, 


cion, fwho erected a Monument over his extraordis 
cent nary Horſe, and the Man who caus'd make 
Pen. me avroragrey or Sepulchre for his Dog. 2. 
1 the Nhat the Parſons Wife's Performance of hee 
truth Promiſe will afford as agrecable Diverſion, as 
I pro- the making of Vows by himſelf on another 
 Aﬀte-PDccafion (5). 3. That it has been the Nib- 
pling at this beloved Horſe's Heels by an IIl- 
1 fromþ2tur'd Cure, which he declares ingenuouſly 
Hoy.) ſometimes troubled him more than tho 
ſcapedſarge Poze of Calumnies he hath been tryſty 
e, thatkd with in his time, 

zgh the 


as; HL 2 pag. 6& (+) Pag. 17, C., dd, ſibro. (. 
\ v1 * | I (hall 


_ Moſaicel Law, it was not afterwards doubled 
= according to the fame Law. For a Divine 


him, that few or no Tithes are paid to the 


2 
x A. - © 
4; pow... 


1 140 ) | 
4 I ſhall not offer any arther to vindi cate 


What in my Book of Tithes, and Remarks on || fcra 
the Charitable Obſervations, is advanc'd con- 


cerning the Riſe of Patronages, Alienation of ſtat 
Popith Beneſices, Jure. Divinity and Valuati- 
on of Tithes: Since thee may ſatisfie any Im- gair 
partial Reader of Common Senſe. And ie Hale, 
were but Trifling to Anſwer the idle Deſidera-Ord 


ta of others. Eſpecially of ono that is fo full Tha 


of himſelf, as to undervalue what our Emi- ſon 
nent Lawyers have written upon the Head 


(a) Only L mult tell the Superſtit ious Par- T;+ 


fon, That if the Tenth in Kind of our Annu- rene 
al Increaſe be Furs Divini, as he contends, || G40 
the Herecors intrometting with the ſame by D 
virtue of Tacks from the Eccleſiaſtical Titu-f| ;F t 
lar, can no more excuſe them from Sacriledge, I ic; 
than an AR of Valuation Pal by the Com- 

miſſion of Parliament could purge their Viti -I ch. 


dus Intromiſſion 1 Tho he takes ſome pains} „% 


to diſtinguiſh theſe Titles (). Again, it is ;;, / 
ftrange, that, when the Tithe-Duty was firſt of cc 
claim'd under the Goſpel, as only due by the 


Right could have been adduc'd for the one 
as well as for the other. . 
The Parſon, as Haughty as he is, expreſly] to ,| 
ownes his Miſtake in ſaying, that Biſhop 
rould only ſet Tacks for [Eighteen Year 
(e); Confeſſes, that T have proven again 
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| | 41 N ; 
Church in 7aly, and not many in Fance op 
Spain (a); and diſclaims, tho ſomething con- 
ſtrainedly his cenfuring Obſervation on a 
paſſage of my Book concerning Regiam Aſaje- 
ſtat em (b). In other things hetacitly acknow- 
ledges himſelf to have err d, when without 
gain-ſaying he takes Reproof from me for his 
aſſerting that the Mathurins were termed the 
Order of Charity, or Fratres Miſericordiæ (c); 
That Parſona oy bee Perſona is Latin for a Par- 
ſon (d), That I miſtook a Biſhop of Cathreſs for 
a Biſhop of Orkney (e), That Vicarage or ſmall 
Tithes are unvaluable; that by the Act of Sur- 
renders great Teinds in the Poſſeſſion of Eccle- 
fiaſticks might have been valued; and the fift 
part of the real Rent is payable tothe Titular 
of the great Teind without conſideration of the 
Vicarage (F). It had been adviſable for him to 


have ſtood corrected alſo as tothe other Faults 


I charg'd him with. U ſecundas partes haberet 
modeſtiæ qui primas non Poterat habere ſapien- 
riæ (g). Which would have ſfav'd me the trouble 
of correcting his Pamphlet, (as it deſerves) 
with Martials una Liturrag. 
The Appendix ſhould have been Intituled, 
Encomium Morie, as deſerving that Inſcription 
better than Fraſmu's Book. For that here 


Stultitia ſtulte Laudatur. J content my felt 
to obſerve as to the exhibited Inventary of the 


I Parſons wonderful Learning, Gifts, and Vir- 


tues, 1. That Modeſty is not an Article 
therein ſet down, and hath been juſtly omitted 


(s)P. 48. 60. P. 39. (c) Vid. Remarłi, p. 8 (a) Ibid. p. 18 


fe) Ii. p. 19. (F) Bid. p.32. & 33. (g) Augu⁰tix Epiſt. 7. 
HK: D aut 


& wo 


—— — want 


| 


.out of his Scutcheon: Since he was forc'd, 
under the cover of his own Domeſtick, to run] abou 
Panegyricks upon himſelf. 2. That ſome wilt] in th 
like themſelves abundantly well in their own| Rob: 
Glaſs, who will paſs but indifferently with} mak 
the World in publick. His ſetting up for an] of tl 
0 (a), a Divine, a Lawyer, and Phy-] Poe, 
ician (6), and what not? puts me in mind off 
the common Obſervation, That a Man of many 
Trades, is ſeldom found to excell in any one. He 
3s at a great deal of pains (c) to clear himſelf 
of Intemperance, as if I had charg'd that Vice \ 
upon him, whenT advite him zo content himſelf | Pai 
as formerly to retail ſome Stale Feſts or ſecond | cer 
hand Stories over a Bottle of Ale. I ſhall here | pa 
for his comfort acknowledge, that I aſcrib'd no | pe 
more Intemperance to him by the cited Ex-] Ur: 
preſſion, than is done to one by ſaying, Thar | tat 

be chats over a Diſh of Coffee, that is, Intem- | the 
perance of Language. Which he is never like | Pu 
to forbear: Since he vowed only to ſpeak | ta 

— little and with great. Deliberation, after his | de 
conſecration (d) . Of which now there is ſo | as 
{mall Hopes, that he is not fo likely to bea | th 

Biſhop, as to die permifione Divina in his privat fo 

i Neſt at Banchory. =, m 

Sir, The Parſon of Bancbories Reflections, fc 
being ſo extremely tedious; as the peruſing of | A 
em from end to end without ſome Refreſhment, | ſe 

would be in finitely more intolerable to a | h 

Learned Lac onick, than Guicciardin's War of | 5 
Nſa is ſaid to have been; and being ſtuft with 


(s) P. 44. (5) p. 79.71, (e) p. 68, 69. (d) vid. ſapra, 
The Parſons 8 Vow, 71. (0 p. e 9. (a) nd; - 7 
| 4 Malice, p 


Malice, and withal erung 36 expreſſions 
about Tom Thumb (a), a Sow-gelder (), a Wiſp 


() run 
e will] in the Teind-houſe, the Cities Scavenger (c). 
own\| Robin-Hood (d), &c. and many idle Tales can 
with] make them : I may juſtly determine the Fate 
or an] of that Pamphlet, in the Words of the Mock 
Phy-] Poem, | 
ad off They'll cheriſh it in every School, 
Many To be their Bibliotheca's Fool , 
. He IV hen ſerious Reading Health doth ſpill, 
nſelf That they may Read and Laugh their fill. 
Vice When you hear that this Pamphleter of a 
»ſelf | Parſon doth yet continue to Preach, you'll 
cond | certainly be apt to think, that either the latter 
here | part of Hermogenes's character, viz. in Senectute 
dno | fuer, a Boy with a Beard, is exemplified and 
Ex-] drawn to the Life in him; or that in Imi- 
Thar | tation of ſome Northern Prieſts, he puts off 
em- | the Miniſterial Gravity with his Gown in the 
like | Pulpit after the Sabbath Sermons, in order to 
eak | take his ſwing all the Week after; or that he 
* his | deſerves to heſent on an Errand to S. Aaturin, 
s ſo, | as one whoſe underſtanding goeth now and 
Xe 2 | then off the Hinges; unleſs his Wife will per- 
vat | form the good Office to him, that he adviſes 
mine to do tome (e). I ſhall therefore aſſume 
ns, | for once that ſolemn Air which my Reverend 
; of | Adverſary hath ſhaken off, and givehim ſome 
ent, | ſerious and ſound Advice to be conſider d in 
to a | his next lucid Interval, or when he puts on lus 
r of | Sundays Face again, 
71th . | 
a) P. 3c, (b)p. 37. 44. (a) p. 46. (e) p.57. & 58. 
2 2 822 — 2 bim : 4 RN . 2 
ce; tary in à dark Reom, and Feed him with a ſpare cooling * 


and havg a care io give him n firong Drink 
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iber) unſeemly for a Manof bis character 
20 offend ſo groſly both againſt the Rules of Decen- 
cy and (ivility, end the Laws of « hriftian 
Charity, as he: bath done in bis Reflections 
againſt me, by bringing Dirt from his own Door, 
wo lay at mine. A Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould 
mind his ſpiritual Imployment, and not thruſt hin- 
Jelf needleſly into extraneous Buſmeſs, * How 
ſtrange then is it to ſee a Manwho Stiles himſelf 
2 moderate Divine, ſo intemperate in his Tongue : 
Tea, one who is ſtepping by the courſe of Nature 
f the World, ſo buſy in doing nothing, and triffiing 

Say bis precious AMinuts ; when he has not only 
Die own frivate Deportment, but even the care 
A Flock to account for! Being ſo Drunk with 
. Wornargn Learning that be diſturbs himſelf and 
eher with his giddy Notions, He has reaſon to 
Lt Pray ( as2 Bil of Ratiſbone (a) 7s reported 10 
bade done ſome 22 Tears before his Death ) That 
due may forget all his idle and prophane Learning, 
und mind only his ſpiritual Bufmeſs. 

You need not think ſtrange, Sir, how I came to ſee ſo 
many of the Parſon of Banchories Letters, when they 
were all produced by way. of Defence in a Council 
Proceſs at his Inflance againſt the Arch-biſhop of Glaſgow 
in the Year 1689, where the Defender was Aſſoilzied, 
and Extracted a Decreet of Abſolviture. Nor is it an 
wonder that I ſhould know ſomething concerning thoſe 
famous Vows made and diſſeminated by him, when he 
Was. gaping for a Biſhoprick. I hall only add that, 

me fears, the length of this Epiſtle upon ſo Triffling a 
Subject, (which I have Writ at your defire ) will make 


you Repent of putting me to the Trouble, But no, 


Commands from you can be uneaſy to 
) Albertus Magnus. 


—_. *-:- | Sir. | 22 | 

” ' Eninbargh 24 July Your very humble Servant 
= 36; 4706. . F. 

„ POSTSCRIPT, If Mr. James Gordon Parſon of Banc ha.), 

or Mr. Andrew Simpſon (an abdicate Preacher, ) his 
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» : Poet and Printer be the wiſeſt Man: 7 4 ve[878 £0, 


